
DECISION MAKING OPTIONS: PROS & CONS
Power of Attorney

https://wilawlibrary.gov/topics/estate/poa.php

dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/advdirectives/adformspoa.htm

Helpful Resources: 

Pros:
Establishing a power of attorney is inexpensive.

Your child can decide who should make decisions on his or her behalf.

Your child controls whether the agent has general or specific power.

May be able to sign Long Term Care Paperwork.

Cons:
Your child’s competence at the time of writing the power of attorney might be

questioned later.

Some financial institutions require that the document be written on special forms.

Some institutions may refuse to recognize a document after six months to one year.

If the powers granted are too general, the agent could abuse them.

The agent could turn out to be untrustworthy.

                                                                                             (Works with Wisconsin Medicaid , 

BadgerCare Plus , FoodShare , Family Planning Only Services , and Caretaker Supplement)

Medicaid/Authorized Representative 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/representative-types.htm

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f10126a.pdf

Helpful Resources: 

Pros:
Apply for or renew benefits.

Report changes to your information.

Work with your agency on any matters related to your benefits.

File grievances and appeals about your eligibility for programs you are

applying for or are enrolled in.

Can Receive copies of letters about eligibility and benefits.

Cons:
Can only help with Wisconsin Medicaid, BadgerCare Plus, FoodShare, Family

Planning Only Services, and Caretaker Supplement.

Cannot sign Long Term Care enrollment paperwork.

Cannot make medical decisions.
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                                                                          (Process of supporting and accommodating 

adult with a functional impairment to enable them to make life decisions without 

impeding their self-determination)

Supported Decision – Making  

https://wi-bpdd.org/index.php/supporteddecision-making/

Helpful Resources: 

Pros:
The person uses support but ultimately makes the final choice about their own life.

Can change supporters at anytime without a court process.

Supported Decision-Making agreements can be used for any decisions the individual

feels they need additional support–such as housing, health care, financial affairs, or

other areas the Person identifies on the Supported Decision-Making agreement.

Cons:
Supportive Decision Making do not have legal rights to make decisions.

Cannot sign Long Term Care enrollment paperwork.

                                                        (Social Security Administration appoints an 

individual/organization to receive SSI/SSDI benefits for an individual who cannot manage 

their own .)

Representative Payee

https://www.ssa.gov/payee/

Helpful Resources: 

Pros:
Determine the individual’s needs and use his or her payments to meet those needs.

Have authority to access individual’s assets and manage it.

Cons:
Cannot sign legal documents, other than Social Security documents, for an individual.

Cannot sign Long Term Care Enrollment Paperwork.

                                  (a legal relationship created by the court could be person or estate)Guardianship

https://childrenswi.org/medical-care/transition-to-adult-care/decision-making

https://gwaar.org/guardianship-resources

Helpful Resources: 

Pros:
Could provide stability – Court appointed family, friend, or corporate guardian.

Able to make financial and/or medical decisions based on type of guardianship 

Must sign Long Term Care Enrollment Paperwork.

Cons:
Guardianship is time-consuming and costs money: Court fees, attorney fees, etc.…

Court is involved in private family decisions.

Individual’s freedom and basic rights are limited.

Guardianship is not determined by the petitioner, it is at the discretion of the courts.
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