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I am going to see a First Stage show 
at the Todd Wehr Theater.

I am going to see the show with

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

In partnership with
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Watching a play is like watching TV  
or a movie, except people are on 

stage in front of us. 

They are called actors. They can see and hear me too.   
I can’t turn the channel or turn the volume up and down.
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A play is made up of many 
interesting things. 

COSTUMES

SOUND

SCENERY

LIGHTING
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When we arrive at the theater, we will 
probably have to climb some stairs. 
There are stairs outside the building, 

and inside the building.

We may need to wait in line to pick 
up our tickets.

When we are waiting, I can stay with 
my family or teacher.
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An usher will help  
us find our seats.

We will enter the 
theater and find  

our seats.

There are bathrooms in the lobby. 
If I need to, I can use the bathroom 

before we go to our seats.
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Someone will show us where to sit.

The audience area is for all of us.

The stage is for the actors only. 
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When I am in the theater waiting  
for the show to start:

1. I can talk to my family or friends.
2. I can take a short break in the lobby.
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There will be a lot of people in theater 
and it may get noisy.

If it gets too loud:

1.  I can bring headphones if I want.

2.  I can put my hands over my ears.

3.  I can leave the room and take a short break  
in the lobby. 

 

I can come back when I am ready.
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During the show: 

1.  I can watch and listen to the actors quietly.

2.  I can applaud if I like something.

3.  I can hold things in my hand that make  
me feel comfortable.

  

If I need to talk:

1.  I can talk quietly to my family.

2.  I can write down what I want to say.

3.  I can leave the room.
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After the show there will be a 
“talkback.”

The talkback is a chance for me to ask questions.

1.  I will raise my hand to show that I want to  
ask a question.

2.  I will wait for the leader to call on me to  
ask my question.

3.  I don’t have to ask a question if I don’t want.

I can ask different kinds of questions:

1.  I can ask questions about the show.

2.  I can ask questions about the scenery, costumes, 
lights, or sound.
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After the show is finished,  
I will leave the theater with my family.
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Meet the characters in
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This is Dayanara.

They play a character named Pilar. Pilar is a 
young girl who lives in Mexico. Pilar is trying to 
remember her Abuelita, who recently passed 
away. She does this by smelling her Abuelita’s 

rebozo (scarf) which smells like her.
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This is Laura.

They play a character named Abuelita.  
Abuelita has passed away and appears in the play 
as a memory when Pilar smells her rebozo (scarf).
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This is Rána.

They play a character named Mami.  
Mami is Pilar’s mother. Mami grows roses in her 

garden for the Day of the Dead celebration.
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This is Enzo.

They play a character named Ramiro. Ramiro is 
a friend of Pilar’s and tries to help her remember 

her Abuelita. He likes to make sugar skulls. 
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This is Stephanie.

They play Amparo, who is Pilar’s friend.  
Amparo tries to help Pilar remember her Abuelita. 



19

This is Lucia. 

They puppeteer a character named Raton.  
Raton is a rat who lives in the Magic Circle, a place 

that Pilar goes to remember her Abuelita. 
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This is the ensemble.

These actors play many characters in the  
show including townspeople, mariposas, and 

monsters from Pilar’s nightmares.
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On the Wings of a Mariposa  
is a play with music.

The actors in this play will be singing and dancing. 
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Some of the characters in this play 
use puppets. They look like this: 
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What happens in the play?
Moments that are surprising or loud are underlined and bolded.

The play opens in El Círculo Mágico (The Magic Circle) in the middle of a forest in Mexico. A 
young girl, Pilar, smells a rebozo (shawl) that she wears daily. Pilar is taken back to a memory 
she shared with her Abuelita (grandmother) in El Círculo Mágico. A group of mariposas 
monarcas (Monarch butterflies) arrive. They are joined by Abuelita who shares memories of 
her childhood in the forest watching the mariposas. 

Pilar smells the rebozo again and explains that it smells like Abuelita, who she says smells like 
rosas y tortillas de maíz (roses and corn tortillas). Abuelita suggests that Pilar start heading 
home and asks if they can relive a new memory next time she appears. They agree as the 
memory of Abuelita fades away. 

Meanwhile, back at Pilar’s home, her mother (Mami) is greeted by Pilar’s classmate, Ramiro. 
Pilar arrives and Mami questions Pilar about having muddy shoes. Pilar lies about stepping in 
a mud puddle rather than admitting that she visited El Círculo Mágico. Ramiro shows Pilar a 
calaverita de azúcar (sugar skull) that he made in excitement over El Día de los Muertos (The 
Day of the Dead). Ramiro heads for home and Pilar is prepared to help her mom plant flowers 
until she is asked to take off her rebozo. Pilar heads inside when her mom tells her that she 
does not have to help. 

In the kitchen, Pilar prepares to make tortillas and inhales her rebozo which causes a memory 
of her Abuelita to begin. As they work, Abuelita explains that when the mariposas leave the 
Magic Circle in the spring, that she too will be going on a journey. Abuelita exits as Pilar’s 
memory is cut short.

That evening, Pilar prepares for bed and places Abuelita’s rebozo underneath her pillow. 
Mami comes to tuck her in and they say a prayer together. As Mami leaves, Pilar has a 
nightmare about monstruos (monsters) who emerge from different areas of her 
room. She screams for help and her mom enters as the monsters disappear. Pilar 
asks her to check for monsters under the bed and Mami discovers Pilar’s muddy shoes. Pilar 
admits that she has been going al bosque (to the forest) after school. Mami tells Pilar that the 
forest is dangerous and that she does not want her visiting there again. Pilar says that she 
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has her Abuelita there to protect her from danger. Mami offers to let Pilar sleep in her bed, but 
Pilar rejects the offer saying that she has no memories of Abuelita in her mother’s bed. 

As Mami exits, los monstruos reappear and Pilar takes a deep breath of her rebozo 
which causes Abuelita to appear with a broom. Abuelita fights off the monsters. 
She tells Abuelita that the rebozo doesn’t seem to be working like usual and that her recent 
memories have been shorter and harder to experience. Abuelita begins to disappear as she 
reminds Pilar that she is always there even when she is not in sight. Abuelita sings a song: 
“K’exi Mitani”, and Pilar peacefully falls asleep. 

Pilar returns to the forest where the mariposas have gone away and tries to smell her 
rebozo. She discovers, to her disappointment, that the rebozo no longer works and that her 
memories are gone. Pilar hears a voice coming from the trees. A young girl named Amparo 
appears and recognizes Pilar from the local market. Amparo realizes that she actually made 
Abuelita’s rebozo. She is in the forest searching for cochinilla bugs to use as dye for new 
rebozos, which she makes with her family. Amparo asks if she can try to help Pilar regain her 
memories of Abuelita. Pilar agrees and they leave for her house.

In Pilar’s kitchen, she and Amparo are busy making corn tortillas. Amparo shares a memory 
of her tío (uncle) who taught her how to sew and now works in las minas (the mines). Ramiro 
enters with a bag full of rose petals and reveals that he plucked them from Mami’s garden. He 
panics when he realizes that Pilar did not ask for her mother’s permission. Ramiro offers to 
help make tortillas and reminisces about making them with his mother over the winter as she 
told him stories about his Abuelita. 

Later, Pilar is confronted by her mom in el jardín (the garden). Mami realizes that Pilar was 
responsible for destroying her rose bush which was planted to be used for Abuelita’s ofrenda. 
Pilar reveals her plan to help the rebozo regain its scent by placing it around the pile of rose 
petals and tortillas for 3 days. 

In El Círculo Mágico, Pilar and Amparo enter to test the rebozo. Pilar wishes to be left alone, 
so Amparo heads home. Pilar smells the rebozo, but nothing happens-the rebozo no longer 
works. 

Mami is in the garden planting roses to replace the ones that were picked by Ramiro. Amparo 
and Ramiro arrive with a small rose bush as an apology. Mami accepts the apology and goes 
to fetch Pilar, but Pilar does not want to come out. 
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Ramiro returns the next day, but Pilar still does not want to come out of her room. He reveals 
that Amparo’s tío died in an accident in las minas and that she is at home grieving as well. 
Mami promises to keep Amparo and her family in her prayers. 

That night in her room, Pilar says a prayer with her mother. The monsters appear once 
again and Pilar fails to fight them off alone. She cries out for Mami who enters and 
explains that the monsters are just a part of her imagination. Pilar says that she wishes 
Abuelita was there to protect her. Mami holds Pilar and sings “K’exi Mitani” to console her. 

The next day, Pilar and Mami work together in the garden. Pilar thanks Mami for sleeping in 
her room with her during the night. Mami admits that she had no idea how much the memory 
of Abuelita helped keep away Pilar’s nightmares. She points out to Pilar that her memories of 
Abuelita remain in her heart. Pilar asks her mom if she will go somewhere with her in order to 
help her feeling more courageous. Mami agrees and follows Pilar. 

Pilar leads Mami to the magic circle, much to her distaste. Mami is afraid of the forest and 
holds a broom for protection, but soon realizes that the forest is much more pleasant than 
she imagined. Mami shares her own memories of Abuelita who told her many stories about 
El Círculo Mágico when she was young. Pilar thanks her mom for joining her, despite her own 
fears of the forest. 

In the fall, we see Pilar, Mami, Amparo, and Ramiro shopping and selling their goods 
in the local market as they prepare to honor their ancestors on the Day of the Dead. 
Later, Mami and Pilar create an ofrenda for her Abuelita. As they all sprinkle flower petals 
and celebrate their loved ones at el cementario (the cemetary), mariposas fill the air. Abuelita 
appears in her rebozo and she shares memories with Pilar and Mami. Pilar recalls her favorite 
memory of Abuelita: her first visit to El Círculo Mágico.
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The End.


