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There has never been a better time to join or renew your annual 

membership. 
At the Autism Society of Southeastern Wisconsin, our mission is to 

improve the lives of all that are affected by autism.  We do this by providing 

quality programs, services and support throughout our nine-county 

surrounding area.  

We have made renewing your membership even easier this year as you 

can now join or renew online at ASSEW.org.  

GREAT MEMBER  

BENEFITS INCLUDE: 

 Information Services  

  & Resources 

 Support 

 Education & Development 

 Social Opportunities / Exclusive Members-Only Events are very   

 popular!  Network and socialize with families while having fun. 

 Upcoming events include: 

Kids In Motion: May 13 & July 22 Blue Lotus Farm: July 12 

Cool Waters Family Aquatic Park: August 14 

In this issue 

Page 2: Calendar, Join Us 

 for Family-Friendly Events 

Page 3: From the Executive 

 Director: Advocating for a 

 Range of Options 

Pages 4-5: 5 Positive 

 Assumptions I Make About 

 My Child 

Pages 6-7: Support Groups: 

 Providing Support and 

 Connections 

Page 8: Creating Community 

 for Adults on the Autism 

 Spectrum 

Page 9: Differentiating 

 Instruction to Meet the 

 Needs of Diverse Learners 

Page 10: Upcoming AMC 

 Sensory Friendly Films, 

 Board and Staff  

Page 11: Paying for Early 

 Intervention Services: What 

 Are Your Options? 

BECOME INVOLVED IN HELPING SUPPORT OUR AUTISM COMMUNITY.   
For more information on how to become a member or to make a financial contribution 

supporting our programs, visit www.assew.org or call (414) 988-1260. 

Become a Member Today! 

http://www.assew.org/
http://www.assew.org/
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May 4, Monday – Using Acting  

Skills to Help You in the Workplace,  

facilitator Susan Schoenfeld, 6:30–

8:00 p.m., at the JCC, 6255 N. Santa 

Monica Blvd., Milwaukee (2 of 4) 

May 6, Wednesday – Adults on the 

Spectrum Support Group, 6:30–8:30 

p.m., 10909 W. Greenfield Ave., Suite 

207, West Allis 

May 7, Thursday – Parent Support 

Group, 9:30–11:30 a.m., at ASSEW   

May 8, Friday – Fall into Spring 

Teen Program, facilitated by Justin 

Hamilton, 6:30–8:30 p.m., (8 of 8) 

May 9, Saturday – Sibshops, 9:00 

a.m.–12:30 p.m., 7111 W. Center St., 

Wauwatosa 

May 11, Monday – Using Acting 

Skills to Help You in the Workplace, 

facilitator Susan Schoenfeld, 6:30–

8:00 p.m., at the JCC, 6255 N. Santa 

Monica Blvd., Milwaukee (3 of 4) 

May 16, Saturday – S.O.S., An 

Adult’s Perspective, 9:30–11:30 a.m., 

Nicolet High School, D-Wing Lib., 

6701 N. Jean Nicolet Rd., Glendale 

May 18, Monday – Using Acting 

Skills to Help You in the Workplace, 

facilitator Susan Schoenfeld, 6:30–

8:00 p.m. , at the JCC, 6255 N. Santa 

Monica Blvd., Milwaukee (4 of 4) 

May 19, Tuesday – Parent Support 

Group, 6:30–8:30 p.m., at ASSEW 

May 20, Wednesday – Adults on the 

Spectrum Support Group, 6:30–8:30 

p.m., 10909 W. Greenfield Ave., Suite 

207, West Allis 

May 26, Tuesday – Racine Parent 

Support Group, 9:30–11:30 a.m., at 

McDonald’s at 13343 Washington 

Ave., in Sturtevant (Racine) 

May 26, Tuesday – Circulo De 

Padres, Support Group in Spanish, 

facilitator Daysi Jimenez, 5:30–7:00 

p.m., 1712 S. 32nd St., Milwaukee 

June 3, Wednesday – Adults on the 

Spectrum Support Group, 6:30–8:30 

p.m., 10909 W. Greenfield Ave., Suite 

207, West Allis 

June 4, Thursday – Parent Support 

Group, 9:30–11:30 a.m., at ASSEW 

June 13, Saturday – Sibshops, 9:00 

a.m.–12:30 p.m., 7111 W. Center St., 

Wauwatosa 

June 15–19 – iCan Bike, Lakeland 

School, W3905 County Rd., Elkhorn 

(next to the Aurora Lakeland Medical 

Center) 

June 15–19 & June 22–26 – 

SuperStars, a two-week Summer Arts 

Camp (ages 4 and up), 9:00–11:30 

a.m., at St. Marcus School, 2215 N. 

Palmer St., Milwaukee   

June 16, Tuesday – Parent Support 

Group, 6:30–8:30 p.m., at ASSEW  

June 17, Wednesday – Adults on the 

Spectrum Support Group, 6:30–8:30 

p.m., 10909 W. Greenfield Ave., Suite 

207, West Allis  

June 18, Thursday – Summer 

Program for Asperger Teens, 

facilitator Justin Hamilton, 1:00–3:00 

p.m., at McDonald’s at 13343 

Washington Ave., in Sturtevant 

(Racine) (1 of 6) 

June 22–26 – iCan Bike, Columbia 

St. Mary’s Center / Home of the 

Milwaukee Curling Club, W67 N890 

Washington Ave., in Cedarburg 

June 25, Thursday – Summer 

Program for Asperger Teens, 

facilitator Justin Hamilton, 1:00–3:00 

p.m., at McDonald’s at 13343 

Washington Ave., in Sturtevant 

(Racine) (2 of 6) 

FAMILY-FRIENDLY 

EVENTS 

Join the fun! 

Socialize and have fun in  

an atmosphere of friendship 

and acceptance with other 

families living with autism!  

Our member events are a 

low-risk way to try new 

things with your family.  

Milwaukee Brewers  
Member Event at Miller Park 

May 4, 6:20 p.m.  

vs. Los Angeles Dodgers 

May 26, 7:10 p.m. 

vs. San Francisco Giants 

Kids In Motion 
Member Event  

at the Indoor Play Park 

May 13, 6:00-8:30 p.m. 

14135 W. Greenfield Ave., 

New Berlin 

AMC Sensory  

Friendly Films 

Films are 

shown at  

AMC Mayfair  

in Milwaukee 

and AMC 

Star Cinema 

in Johnson Creek. 

May 30, 10:00 a.m. 

Tomorrowland 

June 27, 10:00 a.m. 

Inside Out 

For more information or  

to register, go to our 

website at www.assew.org. 

CALENDAR    
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ADVOCATING FOR A RANGE OF OPTIONS 

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

Are you a Star Trek fan?  If you’ve ever 

watched the show, you probably know about  

the Prime Directive.  It was a founding principle 

of Star Fleet, and it made for some interesting 

plot lines.  Should a starship captain with 

superior technology and skills exploring a 

strange planet tell the inhabitants what to do,  

or solve their problems for them?  The Prime 

Directive says no.  The Autism Society also has a 

guiding policy, called the Options Policy. 

One of the frustrating things about autism is that 

there is no standard protocol for treatment following a 

diagnosis.  The presentation is highly variable, and 

there is variability in how individuals respond to 

different therapies, educational strategies and 

medications.  As a parent of a newly diagnosed child 

twenty-some years ago, this was highly frustrating to 

me.  I would do anything to help my child, and I 

wanted someone to tell me what to do.   

However, I learned over time that the people who 

were totally sure they had a corner on the truth were 

the people I most needed to avoid.  I met parents who 

had found something great for their child that did not 

help my child at all, who wanted to convince me to do 

it longer.  Some parents had an almost religious 

adherence to their chosen therapy, and they were so 

invested in the path they chose for their own child that 

anyone making a different choice felt like a threat, and 

they would argue their case at length.  And finally, 

there were a bunch of people peddling miracle cures.  

I learned to say, “I’m so glad you found something 

that works for you,” and quickly move along. 

The Autism Society recognized long ago that 

individuals with autism are all different, and so they 

developed a guiding policy on which much of our work 

is based.  It is highly respectful of the ability of people 

to find their own way when provided with the data 

needed to make informed choices.  Our job at the 

Autism Society is not to tell you what is best for you 

and your family, our job is to make sure that you have 

the training and support you need to make the best 

possible choice for yourself. 

The Options Policy is printed in full below.  

(Regarding the Star Trek Prime Directive, if I really  

did have superior autism technology that would make 

your life easier, I would share it in a heartbeat!  One 

more reason why I would never have made it at the 

Academy….) 

By Emily Levine 

 

The Autism Society promotes the active and 

informed involvement of family members and the 
individual with autism in the planning of individ-
ualized, appropriate services and supports.  The 
Board of the Autism Society believes that each person 
with autism is a unique individual.  Each family and 

individual with autism should have the right to learn 
about and then select the options they feel are most 
appropriate for the individual with autism.  To the 
maximum extent possible, we believe decisions 
should be made by the individual with autism in 
collaboration with family, guardians and caregivers. 

Services should enhance and strengthen natural 
family and community supports for the individual  
with autism and the family whenever possible.  The 
service option designed for an individual with autism 
should result in improved quality of life.  Abusive 

treatment of any kind is not an option. 
We firmly believe that no single type of program 

or service will fill the needs of every individual with 

autism and that each person should have access to 
support services.  Selection of a program, service or 
method of treatment should be on the basis of a full 
assessment of each person’s abilities, needs and 
interests.  We believe services should be outcome-

based to ensure they meet the individualized needs of 
a person with autism. 

With appropriate education, vocational training 
and community living options and support systems, 
individuals with autism can lead dignified, productive 
lives in their communities and strive to reach their 

fullest potential. 
The Autism Society believes that all individuals 

with autism have the right to access appropriate 
services and supports based on their needs and 
desires. 

OPTIONS POLICY 
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5 Positive Assumptions  

I Make About My Child 

This feature originally appeared on the Special 

Needs Now blog on Parents.com, the website of 

Parents magazine. Reprinted with permission, 

©2015. 

 

The best parenting advice I ever got was 

simple: presume competence. 

But for a long time, I didn’t get it. 

Because my son Liam has autism.  Because 

he couldn’t talk, play with toys, care less about 

art or books, and he only wanted to bounce on 

his bed and play with his iTouch, I thought he 

couldn’t learn and didn’t want to.  I was using 

the metrics of success for a “typical” child, and 

my kid didn’t fit into any of them. 

And then last year, I stumbled across this 

blog post by Ariane Zurcher about presuming 

competence, and it changed everything:  

http://emmashopebook.com/2013/03/07/ 
presume-competence-what-does-that-mean-exactly  

 

There’s a lot of wisdom in the post (really, 

really, really read it), but here are the five 

biggest things I’ve learned about what to 

assume when it comes to my child’s abilities: 

 

1) Assume “competence” means different 

things (it doesn’t have to mean being able 

to experience the world the way I do). 

There are many competencies, and I need  

to figure out what being competent might  

mean for my child. (Emma Pretzel, an autistic 

adult, helped me think through this one in  

her post, where she notes: “The reason it is 

important to ‘presume competence’ is not 

because all people are capable of displaying 

‘competence,’ given enough time and encou-

ragement.  We must presume competence as  

a way of acknowledging that competencies  

exist independent of our ability to identify and 

interpret them.”) 

2) Assume my child can and wants to  

learn (even if he doesn’t know how to 

express it). 

Believe it.  Support it.  See it in the many, 

many “life hacks” our kids exhibit in order to 

communicate, get their needs met, and try to 

interact. 

 

3) Assume my child is ready for age-

appropriate learning (that matches other 

“typical” kids). 

Liam is going into 2nd grade, but much of 

the “work” he’s given in his ABA time is sorting, 

doing 3-piece puzzles and reading board books. 

What he really likes, however, is clear when 

he’s given choices about academics (he likes 

math, history and science).  When he’s offered 

bedtime stories, he always chooses age-

appropriate chapter books, like The Magic Tree 

House series, over picture books. 

 

4) Assume my child is listening (because 

he usually is). 

This is so, so important, and I’ve written 

about it before.  Just because it doesn’t seem 

like he’s listening, it doesn’t mean he isn’t.  

With this in mind, I no longer talk about Liam 

like he’s not present. He’s there and he’s 

listening, so I make a point to bring him into 

the conversation. 

 
“I no longer talk about  

Liam like he’s not present.   
He’s there and he’s listening,  

so I make a point to bring him  
into the conversation.” 

 

By Jamie Pacton 

http://emmashopebook.com/2013/03/07/presume-competence-what-does-that-mean-exactly/
http://emmashopebook.com/2013/03/07/presume-competence-what-does-that-mean-exactly/
http://emmashopebook.com/2013/03/07/presume-competence-what-does-that-mean-exactly/
http://emmashopebook.com/2013/03/07/presume-competence-what-does-that-mean-exactly/
http://emmashopebook.com/2013/03/07/presume-competence-what-does-that-mean-exactly/
http://www.parents.com/blogs/special-needs/2015/02/04/autism/do-you-see-my-child-first-or-his-disability/
http://www.parents.com/blogs/special-needs/2015/03/12/support/one-moms-secret-to-raising-3-sons-with-autism-embracing-neurodiversity/
http://www.parents.com/blogs/special-needs/2015/03/12/support/one-moms-secret-to-raising-3-sons-with-autism-embracing-neurodiversity/
https://emmapretzel.wordpress.com/2014/06/30/lazy-blogging/
https://emmapretzel.wordpress.com/2014/06/30/lazy-blogging/
http://www.parents.com/blogs/special-needs/2015/01/30/support/5-things-my-non-verbal-son-tells-me-every-day/
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5 Positive Assumptions  

I Make About My Child 

5) Assume my child wants a voice in the  

world (so I can “hear” it and help him 

express it). 

I can’t imagine how frustrating it is to have  

an active, agile mind and not be able to commu-

nicate.  I’m certain I’d bite-hit-scream and more 

if I was in my child’s shoes.  Like many other  

kids with autism, Liam’s “problem behavior” went 

way down when we upped his means of self-

expression.  Through a progression from signs to 

a PECS board to an iPad with a speech app to 

RPM, we’re seeing him do more than just get his 

basic needs met.  He’s starting to tell us about 

his feelings and preferences, and helping him find 

his voice has become one of our top goals as 

parents.   

 

I know this is a lot to take in, but making 

small changes in one of these five areas can lead 

to big changes over time.  Since we’ve started 

presuming competence, my husband and I have 

changed how we talk to and about Liam, how we 

teach him, our hopes for his future, and how we 

respect his voice in our family dynamic. 

One of the biggest changes, however, happens 

every night at bedtime and it’s simple, sweet and 

emblematic of how far we’ve come.  For years, I 

used to just tuck Liam in, recite Goodnight Moon 

(thinking that was his favorite and hoping the 

sound of it would lull him to sleep), and sneak 

out of his room once his eyes closed.  Now, we 

have a different routine.  After reading for half an 

hour (from age-appropriate material), I recite 

this affirmation to Liam: 

“You are smart.  You are kind. 

Every day you are learning and growing. 

You are precious to me.” 

And every night, a small smile creeps across 

Liam’s face as he drifts into sleep knowing he’s 

respected and loved for who he is not who he 

isn’t. 

 

Jamie Pacton lives near Lake Michigan where 

she drinks loads of coffee, dreams of sailing and 

enjoys each day with her husband and two sons, 

Liam (6) and Eliot (4).  

Jamie’s writing has appeared in the Autism 

and Asperger’s Digest (2011-2013), Parents,  

and the book collection Monday Coffee and Other 

Stories of Parenting Kids with Special Needs.  

Find her at www.jamiepacton.com, Facebook 

(Jamie Pacton), and Twitter @jamiepacton. 

“Since we’ve started 
presuming competence, 
my husband and I have 

changed how we talk  
to and about Liam,  
how we teach him,  

our hopes for his  
future, and how we 
respect his voice in  

our family dynamic .” 

http://www.pecs.com/
http://www.assistiveware.com/product/proloquo2go
http://www.halo-soma.org/main.php?sess_id=c231cf60d6ac447b794247b621fd44d2
http://www.parents.com/blogs/special-needs/2015/03/19/support/pizza-changed-the-way-i-understood-my-sons-autism/
http://www.parents.com/blogs/special-needs/2015/03/19/support/pizza-changed-the-way-i-understood-my-sons-autism/
http://www.jamiepacton.com/
http://www.twitter.com/jamiepacton
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MORNING COFFEE SUPPORT GROUP 

AND EVENING SUPPORT GROUP 

Julie Quigley has a Bachelors of Science through 

the School of Education from the University of 

Wisconsin-Madison and a Masters in Teaching 

through Aurora University in Illinois.  Julie taught 

kids labeled as having an emotional and/or 

behavioral disability and later as a cross-categorical 

teacher in the Oak Creek-Franklin School district for 

15 years.  Presently Julie is employed at the Autism 

Society of Southeastern Wisconsin as the Program 

Manager.  Julie has been working at our office since 

the spring of 2012.  She is also a Parent Repre-

sentative on the State Superintendent’s Council on 

Special Education.    

Julie and her husband of 23 years have three boys 

ages 15, 12 and 9 – all who are diagnosed with 

Aspergers, ADHD and Generalized Anxiety 

Disorder.   As a parent Julie has gotten to know the 

other side of the educational system, having one son 

currently receiving special education services and 

another son dismissed from special education.  Julie 

has experiences with advocating for gifted and 

talented services for her sons while they experience 

their own unique challenges with things such as lack 

of attending, behaviors and social skills. 

Morning Coffee 

The first Thursday 

morning of each month 

is time for the Morning 

Coffee Support 

Group.  We meet from 

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at  

the Autism Society  

of Southeastern 

Wisconsin’s office.  

This is a time to share 

triumphs, frustrations and be around others who get 

the highs and lows of raising a child/supporting an 

adult on the autism spectrum. 

 

Evening Support 

Every third Tuesday of the month we meet from 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m. to share support with others who 

have a loved one on the autism spectrum.  This 

meeting is also held at the Autism Society of 

Southeastern Wisconsin’s office.   

Wherever you are on your journey, we welcome 

you to share your ideas as well as to learn from 

others.  We laugh, we cry and hopefully when we 

leave the meeting we are a little more energized to 

face the next day.   

Providing Support  
And Connections 

There is no substitute for face-to-face connection when you need a friend.   

The Autism Society originally started as a group of parents coming together to provide 

support for each other and advocate for the needs of their children.  Though we now have 

many other programs and services, the support group continues to be a popular way for 

parents to connect and share strategies for living a good life.  Come and meet other people 

who are walking the same path.  It is a “pay it forward” relationship: We learn from the 

parents who went before us and we look out for the ones who are new to the journey.   

 

SUPPORT 

groups 

Julie Quigley 
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THE ADULTS ON THE SPECTRUM GROUP 

Rhonda J. 

Greenhaw is the Chief 

Clinical Officer of 

Advancing Abilities of 

Wisconsin, a Board 

Certified Behavior 

Analyst and the parent 

of a young person on 

the autism spectrum.  

Before moving to 

Wisconsin in 2014, 

Rhonda was the 

director of the Hussman Center for Adults with 

Autism at Towson University in Maryland.  As the 

director of the Hussman Center, Rhonda developed 

award-winning programs recognized around the 

world for their innovative, empowering approach  

for integrating autistic adults into the university and 

the community by creating meaningful, inclusive 

educational and therapeutic programs.  These 

programs provided opportunities for autistic adults, 

and also served as training sites for Towson 

University students interested in learning about 

autism, particularly those seeking clinical degrees 

through the College of Health Professions. 

The Adults on the Spectrum Group meets the  

first and third Wednesdays of each month from 6:30 

to 8:30 p.m. at Advancing Abilities, at 10909 W. 

Greenfield Ave., Suite 207, in West Allis. 

See our article on page 8 for more on building  

a community for adults living with autism. 

 

RACINE 

PARENT SUP-

PORT GROUP  

Julie Lucci is 

married to Brian and 

they have three sons, 

Christopher (6), 

Dominick (5), and 

Aaron (4).  Julie is  

a  self-proclaimed 

Domestic Engineer and lives in Racine.  She enjoys 

reading and organizing things.  She desires to help 

other parents with children on the spectrum to find 

support, help and encouragement.  Julie’s oldest son 

is on the spectrum and she has her hands full with all 

the boys, who are very close in age.  She brings 

experience of having to advocate for her son with the 

state and the school system.  She is very excited to 

meet and bring together local families to help share 

the load and bring some joy to them too! 

The Racine Parent Support Group meets the last 

Tuesday of every month, starting April 28, from 9:30 

to 11:30 a.m. at the McDonald’s on Hwy 20 and I-94 

next to the Kwik Trip in Racine. 

 

LATINO SUPPORT GROUP 

CIRCULO DE PADRES/PARENTS’ CIRCLE 

Daysi Jimenez has been married to Fredy almost 

11 years and they have two sons, Ben (5) and Chris 

(2.5).  Daysi became 

an advocate long 

before she became a 

mom.  Daysi is a 

school social worker 

and primarily serves 

Latino families in  

the south side of 

Milwaukee.  

Daysi’s son Ben 

was diagnosed with 

PDD-NOS at the age of 2.5.  As a new mom, she 

entered the autism journey feeling overwhelmed and 

confused, but determined to help her son.  Daysi’s 

goal is to help enhance community support to Latino 

families and help break barriers that may be prevent-

ing them from accessing available community 

resources and support.  She is excited to meet new 

families and eager to start this new group.  

The Latino Support Group/Circulo de Padres, 

which is conducted in Spanish, meets the last 

Tuesday of every month starting April 28, from 5:30 

to 7:00 p.m., at 1712 S. 32nd St., in Milwaukee, in 

the Walker Complex Building.  

Rhonda  
Greenhaw 

Daysi Jimenez 

Julie 
Lucci 
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For more than a decade, the Autism Society 

of Southeastern Wisconsin has hosted a 

group for adults on the spectrum to come 

together to support one another and enjoy 

each other’s company.  Since its inception, 

the group has met at the office of the  

Autism Society, first in Franklin, and most 

recently at the offices in Wauwatosa.  In  

May of this year, however, the Autism 

Society’s adult group will be moving to a 

new location after outgrowing the space at 

the Wauwatosa location.  The group will now 

meet at Advancing Abilities of Wisconsin in 

West Allis.  Located at 10909 W. Greenfield 

Ave., Suite 207 in the Tri-City Bank 

building, the new location for the adult group 

will mean a lot of room to continue to grow 

in size and scope. 

The Autism Society of Southeastern 

Wisconsin’s Adult Support Group was 

formed to address the needs of adults, a group often 

overlooked when it comes to services for individuals on 

the autism spectrum.  Autistic adults come to the group 

to connect with others, provide support to one another 

and create a sense of community with those who are 

walking the same path.  In addition to supporting one 

another, the Adult Support Group is interested in serving 

as a resource to the community of parents and children of 

young people.  By presenting at conferences, providing 

panels to educational forums, and developing resource 

materials, and by opening the adult support group, on 

special occasions, to attendance by members of the 

public, the Adult Support Group at the Autism Society  

of Southeastern Wisconsin can share their expertise on 

the autistic experience with those who can benefit from 

this information, such as parents, other people on the 

autism spectrum, educators and professionals who work 

with the population. 

Recently, the Adult Support Group developed a 

resource by making a short film that will help to convey 

the importance of the Autism Society of Southeastern 

Wisconsin’s efforts on behalf of adults on the spectrum.  

The short video premiered at the Autism Society’s 2015 

Gala at the Pfister Hotel on April 18.  The video features 

members of the adult group discussing the role that the 

support group plays in their life, and discusses the 

members’ feelings about their group in a powerful 

collection of personal interviews.   

In addition to the film, the Adult Support Group will 

be presenting a panel presentation on May 16 at 9:30 

a.m. at Nicolet High School.  The presentation is 

designed for parents of youngsters on the spectrum, as 

well as educators and professionals who work with the 

population.  The panelists will discuss their personal 

journey and share insights from their own experience.  

Rhonda J. Greenhaw, MA, BCBA, the facilitator of the 

Adult Support Group, will moderate the panel and 

provide context about adult autism.  The adults on the 

panel will share strategies designed to increase success 

for young people, and will discuss what helps and what 

hinders autistic youth.  A robust question and answer 

section will follow, allowing audience members to 

directly ask adults on the autism spectrum about their 

experiences.  To attend this interactive session, please 

register through our website. 

To join the Adult Support Group, you must have 

diagnosis or self-identify as being on the autism 

spectrum.  Parents and professionals are only invited 

during designated sessions.  The group meets from 6:30 

to 8:30 p.m. on the first and third Wednesdays of each 

month, and welcomes new autistic members to attend 

any meeting. 

Creating Community for Adults  

On the Autism Spectrum 

No Blarney:  We had a fun-filled St. Patrick’s Day 
celebration at the Autism Society in March. 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Having trouble figuring out how to meet a diverse set of learner's needs in your classroom? Feeling 
like you are modifying on the fly and wish you were able to proactively plan so you could spend more 
time engaged in teaching and less time putting out fires? Do you like to learn from local practitioners, 
who are in the trenches, like you?   

THEN THIS WORKSHOP IS FOR YOU! 

Participants will learn the differences between adaptations, modifications and accommodations and 
their effective use. 

Small group work by age level will allow participants to brainstorm differentiation strategies for 
specific students with colleagues under instructor facilitation.  Come prepared with a specific student or 
students in mind.  Teams from districts are encouraged. 

Additional differentiation strategies will be gained through the use of active learning centers. 

 OBJECTIVES 

As a result of this workshop, participants will be able to: 

  use a basic framework to proactively set up the classroom 
to meet the needs of a full spectrum of students.  

  develop strategies that can facilitate the inclusion of 
special needs students in the general education setting.  

  plan and apply adaptations, modifications and 
accommodations to maximize teaching time.  

 OUR INSTRUCTORS 

Julie Arens, Autism/Behavior Support Teacher and Diagnostician, Racine Unified School District 

Lynn Brusnahan, Associate Professor, University of St. Thomas, Minneapolis 

Barb Christensen, Cross Categorical Special Education Teacher, Racine Unified School District 

Rosemary Gardner, Educational Programmer, Lakeland School, Walworth County 

Mary Graczyk McMullen, Autism Consultant 

Jessica Lowney, Autism Support Teacher, Kenosha Unified School District 

 

Register online via our website, using credit card or PayPal. To register a group or pay via purchase order, 
contact Julie Quigley at (414) 988-1263.  Do you require any special accommodations?   
Please contact us no later than July 14, 2015.  Cost: $75 members, $105 non-members. 

SCHEDULE 

Registration: 8:00 to 8:30 a.m. 

Lunch on your own: 11:30-12:30 

Afternoon session: 12:30 –3:30 

Q&A: 3:30—4:00 p.m. 

 2015 Autism Society Summer Symposium for Educators 

Differentiating Instruction  
To Meet the Needs of  Diverse Learners 

Thursday, August 6, 2015 
Oak Creek Community Center,  

8580 South Howell Avenue, Oak Creek, WI 53154 
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Upcoming AMC  

Sensory Friendly Films  

The upcoming AMC Sensory Friendly Films are 
Tomorrowland and Inside Out.   
 

In the Milwaukee area, they will be shown at  
AMC Mayfair in Milwaukee and AMC Star Cinema  
in Johnson Creek.  Film times are 10:00 a.m.   

The programs provide a special opportunity for families to enjoy their favorite films in a safe 

environment.  The auditoriums dedicated to the program have their lights up, the sound is 
turned down, and audience members are encouraged to get up and dance, walk, shout, or sing! 

Saturday, May 30:  TOMORROWLAND Saturday, June 27: INSIDE OUT 

http://www.assew.org
http://www.facebook.com/ASSEW
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BIRTH TO THREE 
Birth to Three programs work with children under  

age 3 who have significant delays. No diagnosis is 

needed, and the services are paid for through your county.  

The services available depend on the child’s needs and 

goals, but often include services such as speech therapy, 

occupational therapy and physical therapy. 

To find out more, visit the Department of Health 

Services (DHS) site at https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/

birthto3/family/index.htm. 

EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMS 
Early Childhood Special Education programs are 

offered for children ages 3 to 6 through school districts.  

Services are paid for by the district.  They are designed to 

help children get ready for participation in school, and 

usually offer a half-day preschool program in a classroom 

with a small number of children.  In addition to special 

education, services offered may include  speech therapy, 

occupational therapy, and physical therapy, depending  

on the child’s needs and goals.  For information on 

eligibility, contact your local school district and visit  

http://ec.dpi.wi.gov/ec_ecspedhm. 

INTENSIVE IN-HOME ABA PROGRAMS 
Intensive in-home ABA programs involve a team of 

therapists who work with a child individually in his or  

her home using discrete-trial methods of instruction for  

20 to 35 hours per week.  For most families, an intensive 

in-home ABA program is too expensive to pay for out  

of pocket.  Choosing a provider of in-home therapy is  

the first step.  There are three ways to get this treatment 

covered so you do not have to pay out of pocket. Work 

with your provider, your insurer and the county to 

determine what path is best for your family. 

1)  Private Insurance: Check with your insurer to see 

which (if any) autism treatments are covered. A mandate 

was created in Wisconsin to pay for autism treatment, but 

Paying for Early Intervention Services: 

What Are Your Options? 

there are loopholes, and it does not apply to all insurers.  

Some people are able to choose or change their insurer, 

and find an insurer that covers this treatment. 

2)  In 2003, a Children’s Long Term Care Waiver went 

into effect that had designated autism slots.  Families need 

to apply for a waiver slot through Wisconsin Threshold or 

through your county-designated intake coordinator (infor-

mation for your county can be found in our resource 

directory).  The intake worker will determine eligibility 

and, if eligible, your child will be placed on the waiting 

list for a waiver slot.  The wait for an open slot is about 

one year at this time.  The number of people on the 

waiting list varies, and has been as long as two years.   

For more information about the waiver, go to https://

www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/clts/waiver/autism/index.htm. 

3)  In July 2014, Medicaid decided that early intensive 

ABA could also be offered as an EPDST card service.  

This means that if your child is Medicaid eligible, you  

can work with a Medicaid-certified provider to submit a 

Prior Authorization (PA) to the state to approve treatment.  

Once the PA is approved, treatment can begin.  Each  

PA has a limited time span, usually 3 to 12 months, and 

then needs to be reauthorized.  Read the PA carefully to 

track when reauthorization is necessary.  Our resource 

directory has been updated with Medicaid information on 

in-home providers.  A child who is found to be Medicaid-

eligible will receive a Forward card.  If your family makes 

too much money to qualify for a Forward card, your child 

may be eligible through a Katie Beckett waiver.  For 

information on Medicaid eligibility, go to https://www.dhs 

.wisconsin.gov/kbp/index.htm. 
 

All of the above programs are subject to change, and 

different counties will cover different services for the 

waivers.  It pays to keep careful records, be persistent, 

keep calling, and keep in mind that eligibility for services 

will be determined specifically to meet your individual 

child’s needs and goals. 

The state of Wisconsin has been a pioneer in paying for early 

intervention services and treatment for children with autism.   

The Autism Society affiliates in our state have been at the forefront  

of advocating for services, and for the continuation of services  

when they were threatened.  Navigating programs can be 

confusing.  Remember that your Autism Society can help guide  

you through this!  You are not alone. 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/family/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/kbp/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/kbp/index.htm
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